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The Sanctuary Lamp 
ee i 


A Little 
Glow Worm 


The Sanctuary Lamp ... ! The: 
mere thought of it brings to mind 
the Lonely Prisoner of our Taber- 
nacles. It also speaks to Him of 
loving hearts that are kept afar 
struggling and laboring through 
the hardships of life. It tells of 
others who rival with its vivid 
flame and wish themselves to be 
consumed in the fire of divine 
charity. It brightens the home of 
our Emmanuel, and attracts the 
eye of the believer or the incredu- 
lous soul and often carries them 
over the waves of time to the Ha- 
ven of everlasting peace and hap- 
piness. Finally, it is the incessant 
expression of the everliving Roman 
Catholic Faith in the Real Pres- 
ence of Him “Whose delights are 
to be with the children of men.” 
Such is the role and duty of this 
warm, bright, silent lamp. 

One evening, I sat writing long 
after my companions had retired 
to the dormitory. It was late when 
my task was finished; but before 
retiring, I entered our poor 
thatched mission chapel to bid 
“Good-night” to our Blessed Lord. 
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The sanctuary lamp had been 
extinguished by the wind which 
has easy access through the so- 
called windows, just openings left 
in the walls for the purpose. The 
chapel would have been absolutely 
dark and lonely, if it were not for 
the silver spark of a tiny glow- 
worm which had found its way 
straight to the altar. There it was 
irradiating before the Tabernacle. 
As I gazed on the gem-like insect 
I thought it harangued me thus: 


“The Lord hath made my shining light 
To cheer and beautify the night: 


And now upon this Altar lo! 

How glad I am to shine on so! 

Pray, do not lift me from this Stone, 
For I must glow before His Throne.” 


So, having lit the oil-lamp light, 

I left the glow-worm through the night 
At Jesus’ feet, with soft, bright spark 
Shine on for hours in the dark. 


When I retired to take night’s rest 
An ardent wish burned in my breast, 
For like the glow-worm I would stay, 
At Jesus’ feet to love and pray. 


—A White Sister. 


the 
15, 1931, 
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Very Rev. Alfred J. Richard, 
Provincial of the White Fathers, 
had long dreamed of setting up a 
shrine at the Seminary, but never 
did he have any idea that this 
humble idea would materialize in 
the fascinating and unique cere- 
mony which drew a crowd of near- 
ly 500 persons to the dedication. 

Following a freshly cleared road 
which wound high into the moun- 
tain, a procession started from the 
Seminary leading to the shrine 
with Bishop McManaman, the 
visiting clergy and Sisters, the 
White Fathers and Sisters and all 
the other visitors, including the 
Knights of Columbus, taking part. 
Four Seminarians carried the stat- 


fini 3 : Sie 
ren 
ieee Shrine to Our Lady of Africa was dedicated on June 2, by — 
_ the Most Reverend Edward P. McManaman, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Erie, at the White Fathers’ Seminary in Franklin, Pa. It was the eve 
of the 71st anniversary of the Blessed Martyrs of Uganda: 22 young 
men who preferred to be burnt to death, rather than renounce their _ 
Faith. They were of the first converts that i White Fathers nce te 


ue of Our hake of Africa, while 
the participants in the procession 
echoed the responses to the Rosary 
led by one of the White Fathers 
on a loud-speaking system on the 
area above. After each decade 
hymns were sung in honor of Our 
Lady and at last the winding pil- 
grimage reached its destiny where 
a contrasting white and yellow 
Arabic structure met their eyes. 
The golden cross which topped a 
huge white dome, reached high in- 
to the sunny blue sky that smiled 
down its approval on the occasion. 

Preceding the placing of the 
statue of Our Lady of Africa in 
the shrine erected high on a wood- 
land plateau in back of the Semi- 


Seminarians leading procession 7” aad to Shrine. 
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NATIONAL SHRINE TO OUR LADY OF AFRICA 


In response to the recent Encyclical of Our Holy Father on Africa, a 
National Shrine to Our Lady of Africa was dedicated on June 2, by 
the Most Reverend Edward P. McManaman, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Erie, at the White Fathers’ Seminary in Franklin, Pa. It was the eve 
of the 71st anniversary of the Blessed Martyrs of Uganda: 22 young 
men who preferred to be burnt to death, rather than renounce their 
Faith. They were of the first converts that the White Fathers made 
on arriving in Central Africa. 


Very Rev. Alfred J. Richard, ue of Our Lady of Africa, while 
Provincial of the White Fathers, the participants in the procession 
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with Bishop MeManaman, the to the sunny blue sky that smiled 
visiting clergy and Sisters, the down its approval on the occasion, 
White Fathers and Sisters and all Preceding the placing of the 
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Visiting Sisters and White Sisters take part in the procession. 


Four distinguished personages of Africa join in the recitation of Our Lady’s Rosary 
as the upward trek proceeds majestically to the Shrine. 
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Procession turning corner near Shrine. The Knights of Columbus make up the 
color guard, followed by the White Fathers and visiting priests. 


The statue is solemnly borne by the Seminarians of River Ridge. 
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A quiet hush dominates the crowd of onlookers who witness the atoahng 
of the impressive dark-skinned Madonna. 
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nary, the dedication was conducted 
by His Excellency, assisted by 
several of the White Fathers and 
visiting priests. 

Benches for the audience were 
placed among the trees which sur- 
round the shrine and a perfect 
June day provided the needed at- 
mosphere for the activities. 


The three featured speakers, 
which represented key countries 
across the center of the African 
Continent — the Sudan, Nigeria, 
and Ghana—all echoed the impor- 
tant role which the Catholic Mis- 
sionaries are playing in helping the 
people of Africa—spiritually, edu- 
cationally, and socially. 


Mr. Clemens Mboro, the assis- 
tant governor of the Province of 
Equatoria, in the Sudan, who is 
visiting this country under the aus- 
pices of the State Department, was 
the first African visitor on the pro- 
gram. He told of the work of the 
Catholic church in his country, 


and how the need of African clergy 
is continually being stressed at 
present. In 1955 an African priest 
was consecrated Bishop for the 
Sudan and there is now a number 
of African priests, Brothers and 
Sisters who are strengthening the 
white missionaries in their work 
throughout the Sudan. Schools, 
clinics, workshops and other social 
service centers are increasing as 
the word of Christianity is spread. 

Mr. Mboro gave a brief history 
of Christianity in the Sudan, which 
was established early but sup- 
pressed about the year 1500. Mis- 
sions were started again in the 
19th century but were stamped 
out by Islam and it was not until 
about 1900 that work was resumed. 
Great progress has been made in 
these last years, and even in towns 
which have been traditionally Mo- 
hammedan, Christianity has made 
strong inroads. 

The second speaker was Mrs. 
Chief Elizabeth Adekogbe, of Iba- 


Mr. Clemens Mboro speaking during the program. 
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den, Nigeria, one of Africa’s most 
outstanding women leaders. She is 
president of the Nigerian Women’s 
Federation and is in this country 
to study the organization of wom- 
en’s clubs and political affiliates. 
She stressed the great need of 
higher education to provide Africa 
with skilled leaders. 

“The people of Africa yearn for 
liberty, freedom and justice—but 
they need education” declared 
Mrs. Adekogbe. She went on to 
describe Africa as the dark Con- 
tinent, where light now penetrates 
and stated that there is a call for 
greater and wider embrace of the 


In her colortul local costume, Mrs. 
Chief Adekogbe gives her talk. 
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Catholic Faith in Africa, and that 
the Missionaries are working a- 
cross the land to produce literate 
men and women. Churches, schools 
and hospitals are being erected 
and many other improvements 
made by the Missionaries for the 
benefit of the Africans. 


Father Richard, who introduced 
the speakers, in presenting the 
next guest who was from Ghana, 
formerly the Gold Coast, recalled 
the 14 years he had spent in this 
mission field. 

It was just four months ago 
that the republic of Ghana was 
established and here from that re- 
gion in West Africa was Mr. Rob- 
ert P. Balfour, chief transport of- 
ficer for the country. He explained 
that it was thanks to the marvel- 
lous transportation system in this 
country that he was able to cover 
the distance from San Francisco 
to Franklin for the ceremony. 


Mr. Balfour has charge of the 
road improvement program and 
postal service system of Ghana. 
He spoke of the culture, traditions 
and way of life of his country, 
which dates back to 1,000 years 
before the Christian era. He gave 
brief facts about the changes in his 
country during that long span of 
time and the wars which had driv- 
en his people along the Coast of 
western Africa. 


They had ‘held fast to their cul- 
ture, he declared, and since the 
belief in God has long been part 
of the spiritual teachings of his 
people, Ghana has had the fertile 
soil for Christianity to develop. 
There are now over 700,000 Cath- 
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Mr. Robert Balfour, also in African dress, speaks of his country. 


olics in Ghana with a population 
of 5,000,000, he told the audience 
who were keenly interested in the 
informal address of this obviously 
well-educated personage. 

Mr. Balfour also told of his own 
experience in being able to witness 
the work being done by the White 
Fathers and White Sisters in the 
remote parts of Ghana which are 
even considered too hot and too 
wild to be visited by the Africans 
in other parts of the country. 
Through the Missionaries these 
areas are being opened to the 
Catholic Faith. 

Commenting on the faith of the 
people of the United States, Mr. 
Balfour said: “We are one in soul, 
one in purpose, and we are all 
God’s creatures, wishing well to 
one another. 

Following the speeches by the 
African visitors, Bishop McMana- 
man addressed the people, prais- 


ing the work being done in the 
African missions and stating that 
all a missionary asks is a little 
help in extending the kingdom of 
Christ. His Excellency expressed 
the feeling that there has been no 
work more successfully done since 
the time of the Apostles than that 
done by the White Fathers.” 

The reaching out today of Amer- 
ica shaking hands with Africa, 
Bishop McManaman stated, seems 
to compensate in some manner for 
the suppression of the faith which 
is found in countries under Com- 
munism. 

A White Father brought the 
Blessed Sacrament up from the 
Seminary and Benediction was 
given by the Very Rev. Raymond 
Weisenberger, Provincial of the 
S.V.D. Fathers in Girard. Priests, 
Sisters and laity knelt down on the 
ground to receive our Lord’s bles- 
sing. 
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Our Lady of Africa now reigns 


in this her National Shrine at 
River Ridge Seminary, Franklin, 
Pa. The original beautiful bronze 
statue of the Blessed Virgin was a 
gift of the Children of Mary in 
Lyons, France, to the first Bishop 
of Algiers, when he was without 
a church in a country of mosques. 
The statue was placed in a shrine 
towering over the Mediterranean 
Sea. Cardinal Lavigerie obtained 


the title of Basilica for the Shrine 
from Pope Pius IX, who expressed 
the wish to have the Statue 
crowned Queen of Africa and sent 
a golden diadem studded with 
precious stones as his own personal 
gift. 

May our Lady draw many pil- 
grims and welcome the afflicted, 
the sick and the weary at her 
American Shrine as she does at her 
African Shrine. 


After the ceremony, His Excellency, Bishop McManaman and Father Richard 
pose with the African speakers and Witson Lule from Uganda. 
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The White Sisters have the sweet illusion of being back in Africa 
as they group around Mrs. Chief Adekogbe. 


If not, do put them in. You will never 
regret it, neither now nor later. Why 
not include this clause: 


I hereby bequeath to the Missionary 
Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White 
Sisters) for the use in their African 
Missions the sum of $ 


You would then share the prayers of 
all the White Sisters ... . over 2000. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF GRACE 


The experiences of an African priest. 


By Rev. James Boxoto 


A series of instructions on divine 
grace was delivered in our church. 
Since the parish priest could speak 
our language fluently, the whole 
subject was clearly presented. Af- 
ter a short time, however, some 
christians asked him, “Father, why 
do you so often repeat that same 
lesson? Is it so very important?” 

This incident impelled me to try 
to discover what caused this lack 
of interest in the doctrine of sanc- 
tifying grace among our Catholic 
people; for if they understood it 
better, the dogma of divine grace 
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would inspire them to lead better 
christian lives. 

It was my turn to give instruc- 
tions on that very same subject, 
and realizing that pulpit terminol- 
ogy is too scholarly for most of our 
hearers, 1 thought I would test a 
new plan on which to base my 
lessons. A few extracts from this 
plan are contained in this article. 

Divine Grace: the essence of su- 
pernatural life. The doctrine: The 
moment that God purifies our soul 
from original sin, He fills it with 
sanctifying grace, which is a new 


* 
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Father Bokolo and a family that has become very fervent due to Father's teaching. 


ae a rie oS ak Se ge GMa iy So et Se ae pee ae Wy Pah a ee ca a ee 
: ; . ri aa tae es ih a a ge Pee eae Ye ee eos ea 
bas Soc Sielinte ay, ODS Ree re Mie ae Pe ee a ee ger 
is ee ee ee a [2 so Sa ees 1S 
ees Je Saree - a ae a Seb Se a ne Bonar es Ger PSG e kee 
“ae ae a ae Sere 
at, : eR i 8 ou ones pa Pay cpa aes as Pein 
eee saa ome SO ee ee 
ag SS gape et ee ee ey er Ae geek ie 
mi (a j eee Bie Bi ones Aes AL 9 ae eee se : 
= few : : foe . « ae es 5 ete ees tee ie ae 
oe. Mt : ‘ REDE sco in at ae a a Pee : 
a t ane te . ‘ pene Sa Nis ce ee ee . fet gi, ; 
2: ee i et ae io pee *, om : : ‘ 
ae : x ‘eh et ee ia ei gee 
ae: ie : ‘ eas . a hee “Sina ae a ki eae a. e 
a : &-2 A srt Wie . owe os i a sepals a pe 
ae 4 a : oe * eee . ae pein tieae a 
a hes vo 4 aera i - a ae i 
. oe ie = . : ‘ el 
ta. «tom : a 
Ys |. FY Ie 
a ay ’ - all : v 
‘i en 9 ‘ a : me : 
Pe Sa ras ‘ 
a = ’ s me 
es i “ 
a, >» -4 : 
a Y ind . \ + 
ta : , os 
ni ‘ Pat ; * 
ie ; . rs | ; 
28 . © te . F oa 
aS : 
a : ae ‘ — -_ 
‘a f ‘ 2 ‘ 
: * 
J * 
mt . dt aim 
: i.) po 
' 
] 
= 
"4 
PS ape ae R = od =< ee ee eR ea 
= Les Sina aig » piety i Seles ae Ca Per te (etiaar ae (. ol wuhege P 
a ie : ene aa 2. Ce Sees 3 : 
may i arr i 5 Ls) ea gp ia og Bee egy wesee * oe 
a. ee eee 
pe i, ace he Sis MI aS ee. ae ee a ie ig ce 
ae (Sea eee nes | 3 ere wee i ee a: eee ie se eae a 2 


kind of breathing (or life). It is 
not like our bodily breathing (or 
life), for we cannot see it as we see 
and feel signs of our breath, but 
it is just as real — it is the breath 
of the soul. 

The breath of our body is the 
same as that of the animals, but 
the breath of our soul is like God’s 
life, and because it is divine, we 
cannot see it; nor can we obtain it 
for ourselves with our own powers, 
for it is supernatural. God alone 
can give it to us, and it is God’s 
most wonderful gift to human 
creatures who receive holy bap- 
tism. At our death — and all men 
die — this breathing life of the 
soul does not fail. It will never 
stop. It belongs to its owner for all 
eternity. 


Explanation: The notion of 
breathing can aid us in under- 
standing other christian truths. We 
can explain the grievousness of 
mortal sin by saying that it pre- 
vents us from breathing in the su- 
pernatural way so that our body 
is only a mere corpse. A man de- 
prived of sanctifying grace can 
still breathe bodily, but he is drag- 
ging within him a soul which is 
like a corpse! 

The efficacy of the sacrament of 
Penance is easily understood when 
we explain that it is the means 
left to us by Our Blessed Lord in 
His great mercy through which we 
can recover our supernatural 
breathing, destroyed by mortal sin. 
The soul is truly restored to life 
again when Jesus through the 
power of His priest says the few 
words which enables the corpse to 
breathe again. 


DIVINE ADOPTION 


The Doctrine: By means of 
sanctifying grace we become God’s 
adopted children and His friends; 
and the three Divine Persons, The 
Blessed Trinity, come to live in us. 


Explanation: We should first 
bring to mind the notion of parent- 
hood and of its special intimacy. 


When in Baptism God justifies a 
sinner and fills his soul with sanc- 
tifying grace, enabling it to 
breathe, God also pours into the 
soul another thing which we might 
call — just as a means of com- 
parison, and this is only a com- 
parison — “divine blood.” By the 
presence of that divine Blood in 
our soul, we are truly children of 
God, and He loves us as a father. 
Now when a pagan or a sinner 
says: “But we too are God’s chil- 
dren”, it will be easy to answer: 
“Whose are those pots and pans 
in your house and kitchen? Whose 
son is that child who clings to 
you!” “Mine”, answers the man, 
“house, children, furniture are my 
own.” “Of course they are”, an- 
swers the priest, “they belong to 
you, do you have the same love 
for each and all of those possess- 
ions?” “No, indeed! I love my 
child as my own self. We are of 
the same nature and blood. He 
bears my likeness. All the rest I 
appreciate because I have either 
bought them or made them out of 
earthly material with my own 
hands.” 


A fair answer! Let us be con- 
vinced from that point of view 
that all the created world is God’s 
work and He loves it as such. He 
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keeps it in His care, otherwise all 
would perish into chaos. But only 
those who are baptized have been 
given the Divine Blood, and God 
Loves them as His children. He 
loves to be with them, and He 
lives in their soul as a father lives 
together with his beloved child in 
one same house. 

The three Divine Persons watch 
over a soul with the utmost care 
and all the affectionate tokens of 
love. All other creatures are not 
of His nature and blood and are 
therefore no more worthy of His 
love than your goats or the bricks 
and walls of your houses are to 
you. There is no real tie of friend- 
ship between God and a soul fall- 
en away from the state of grace, 
for it bears no likeness to him. 
God is its creator and master, not 
its father or friend. It is more like 
a slave than a son. 


LOSS OF SANCTIFYING 
GRACE — HELL 


Definition: The state of mortal 
sin is a state of enmity between 
God and our soul. Anyone dying 
in this state is unfit for the beatific 
vision and thus falls into hell, con- 
demned to eternal physical and 
moral suffering for all eternity. 


Explanation: ‘The most striking 
term suggesting the idea of eternal 
death may well be a “cemetery for 
souls”. Indeed no man however 
devoid of good sense and self-re- 
spect would think of keeping in 
his house a dead body, were it 
even his own father’s. Corpses are 
doomed to be removed from our 
sight and presence. Their place is 
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in a deep grave among the dead. 
Now, deprived of its breathing in 
its supernatural life, the soul is no 
better off than a lifeless corpse. 
When death puts an end to the 
life of a person in the state of 
mortal sin, the whole person is a 
corpse — body and soul are done 
for! But as far as the latter is 
concerned, it will be thrown away 
into what christians call “the cem- 
etery of the souls” hell. 


That explanation also does away 
with the inane question so often 
asked: “Where does hell stand?” 
Cannot a cemetery be dug in any 
place we wish? It remains for each 
man to draw his own conclusion 
and be determined that his first 
and foremost concern will be to 
lead a christian life, leaving noth- 
ing undone, in order to avoid being 
thrown into hell eternal. 


It may be said in addition that 
even though it be supernaturally 
dead, the soul does actually live a 
wretched life in which it undergoes 
the torments it deserves for its 
crimes. 

These notes do not presume to 
be a treatise on Grace; they only 
aim at expounding a point of view 
which to me seems very important 
for a clearer understanding of a 
fruitful religious teaching. I earn- 
estly wish some of our brethren 
would let us share in their re- 
searches and discoveries for an 
even clearer explanation of Chris- 
tian doctrine. | am convinced that 
collaboration among us all in these 
matters will be welcome over here. 


from the African Clergy Magazine 
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OUR 
HOLY FATHER 


POINTS 


TO AFRICA 


When the Vicar of Christ points 
to one particular corner of the 
globe and cries out in anguish, the 
whole Catholic population of the 
world must sit up and take notice. 


In a stirring encyclical letter our 
Holy Father has drawn the atten- 
tion of the entire Church to Africa 
to make all aware of the spectac- 
ular progress of the Faith on that 
vast continent ... and of her des- 
perate needs at this crucial hour. 


His Holiness has called upon 

LL to cooperate in extending to 
Africa, “so rich in resources and 
future, the true values of Chris- 
tian Civilization”. 


IS THE POPE’S WISH YOUR 
COMMAND: 


Who will answer, without count- 
ing the cost, His triple invitation 
to prayer, generosity, and to some 
by the gift of themselves? 


We cannot doubt that you 
WILL respond with even greater 
enthusiasm than you have in the 
past... and without delay . . 
for as His Holiness warns, “Any 
delay would be full of serious con- 
sequences”. 


WHITE SISTERS SPURRED 
OM awa 

We White Sisters feel deeply 
stimulated by this stirring appeal 
to greater effort and sacrifice. 

It has inspired us to the heights 
of boldness and determination to 
be right up in front in the Church’s 
fight for Christ in Africa. 


ARE YOU WITH US:? 
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158 houses in AFRICA which include schools, hospitals, dispensaries, 
orphanages, leprosaria, training centers for African Sisters. 


41 houses in Europe, Canada and the United States . . . houses for the re- 
ligious formation and specialized training of Sisters, and promotion 
centers. 


The 200th . . . a House of Studies in Washington, D. C. 
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ALL 200 
established solely 
for the cause of Christ 


in Africa 
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By Sister Mary Brive, White Sister. 


A car drew up in front of the 
Chaplain’s residence of the White 
Sisters’ convent, Thika, Kenya. As 
His Excellency, the Most Rev- 
erend John J. McCarty, Arch- 
bishop of Nairobi, stepped out, 
the bells began to ring a glad 
carillon. Five minutes later, the 
front door of the convent opened 
and fourteen young African girls, 
in bridal array and carrying a 
lighted candle, set off in procession 
headed by Mother Majella and Sr. 
Winifred towards the main en- 
trance of the church. At the door 
they stopped to allow another pro- 
cession to precede them: His Ex- 
cellency and accompanying priests 
and acolytes. As the procession 
entered the choir sang: “ECCE 
SACERDOS MAGNUS.” 


Who were these young girls? 
Fourteen Kikuyu or Ikamba, who, 
in answer to His Excellency’s call 
for young girls to devote them- 
selves to God and their fellow 
countrymen in the religious life. 
had left all and had come to be the 
foundation stones of a new African 
Congregation, the Sisters of the 
Assumption of Our Lady. These 
Sisters are destined in time to take 
charge of schools, nurse the sick 
and perform all the other works of 
mercy undertaken by Sisters in 
other lands. 


This clothing ceremony had a 
double significance. It was the 
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catholic response to the MAU- 
MAU threat which aimed at the 
destruction of the Church here. It 
also symbolized the graces that 
the martyrs of the MAU-MAU 
movement were obtaining for their 
own people in their painful way of 
the Cross: fourteen postulants, one 
for each station. 


In deciding to found this Sister- 
hood in the midst of the MAU- 
MAU, the Archbishop is showing 
us that persecution has had the 
same result here as it has had in 
every part of the world: a deepen- 
ing of the Faith. This can be seen 
by the generous response to the 
Archbishop’s appeal. The Sisters 
in charge of the Novitiate know 
what great sacrifices many of the 
postulants had to make in order 
to break away from home and 
family ties, which are so great a 
bond among the Africans. 


Two of the postulants had to 
run away from home unable to 
take anything with them and with 
very little hope of seeing any mem- 
bers of their family again. They 
had been converted by a woman 
catechist when in their teens and 
it was she who some months later 
persuaded the families to forgive 
their daughters. The priests of the 
Mission paid the relatives a few 
visits and the parents went so far 
as to hand over the girls’ personal 
belongings. The two runaways 
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then wrote home saying how 
happy they were and expressing 
the hope that their parents would 
pay them a visit. They did so! 
Grace had accomplished the seem- 
ingly impossible. 

Another postulant had been for- 
bidden by her mother to enter, but 
she managed to get her brother- 
in-law on her side. He took her to 
the District Commissioner and ob- 
tained a written permit allowing 
the girl to leave home to enter. 
Determined to take no chances, he 
accompanied his sister-in-law to 
the convent. As they were leaving 
the house, the mother cursed her 


The time of their prostration will never be forgotten in lives of the young novices. 


daughter. But this story too had a 
happy ending, as you will see later. 

The Clothing Ceremony was 
preceded by a retreat of ten days, 
a rather frightening prospect for 
these girls of the wilds. The young- 
est of the group said to Sister 
Winifred shortly before the re- 
treat: “Sister, please pray hard 
for me. I just don’t know how I 
shall keep my tongue quiet for so 
long.” After the retreat, the same 
girl came back to thank Sister for 
her prayers assuring her that she 
had not been tempted to open her 
mouth even once. 


Before Mass started, His Ex- 
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The happy novices leave the church to meet their relatives. 


cellency asked the postulants why 
they had come. All answered in a 
firm voice: “To beg the grace of 
making our novitiate in the Con- 
gregation of the Sisters of the 
Assumption of Our Lady.” The 
church was packed to overflowing 
with the relations and friends of 
the novices-to-be. Our own school 
children had to find a place in the 
choir loft from which they had a 
fine view of the ceremony. 

After the gospel, the Archbishop 
gave a very touching sermon dur- 
ing which he explained the mean- 
ing of religious life, the importance 
of the three vows, especially that 
of obedience, and that the Novi- 
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tiate was the time during which 
a religious learned to put into 
practice what she would have to 
do her whole life through. His 
Excellency stressed the need for 
each and every one of them to 
strive after personal sanctification 
in order to become a useful mem- 
ber of the Institute, for the utility 
of a religious depends not on what 
she does, but on what she is. 
Parents were congratulated on 
their daughters being chosen for 
the greatest of all vocations and 
the novices for being chosen by 
Our Lady to be the foundation 
stones of her new Congregation. 
Father Lynch and Mother Ma- 
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jella received very special mention. 
The former for undertaking the 
arduous and difficult task of build- 
ing the Mother House and Nov- 
itiate. The latter for having pro- 
vided a home and Sisters for the 
new venture, until permanent 
buildings in process of erection 
some three miles away were ready. 
His Excellency asked the as- 
sembled congregation to show 
their gratitude by praying for 
them. 

After Mass the ceremony took 
place. The Archbishop in cope and 
mitre again questioned the novices- 
to-be, the Veni Creator was sung. 


The habits were blessed and the 
brides advanced to the foot of the 
altar to receive their religious 
habits which were placed on their 
outstretched hands. They then 
went back to the convent by a 
side door, where several White 
Sisters helped them into their new 
garb. The novices returned to the 
chapel and one by one they knelt 
at the feet of the Archbishop to 
receive the veil. They were then 
crowned with a wreath of white 
roses and received their religious 
name. 

The ceremony ended with the 
singing of the TE DEUM during 


There is great rejoicing for the parents and their daughters. 
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which the novices lay prostrate in 
sign of the total donation of them- 
selves to God. This was perhaps 
the most touching moment of all. 
More than one African shed tears 
at the realization of what the pros- 
tration meant. When they arose, 
the novices received a sisterly em- 
brace from the White Sisters while 


the choir sang ECCE QUAM 
BONUM, (How good it is for 
brethren to dwell united.). 

What joy! 


whatexcite- 
ment! when the 
novices left the 
church to be 
greeted by their 
relatives and 
friends. His Ex- 
cellency spoke a 
few fatherly 
words of encour- 
agement to_all. 
Many of the rel- 
atives had diffi- 
culty in obtaining means of trans- 
portation and the priests from var- 
ious parishes helped them out. Fa- 
ther MacGill, who had escaped 
martyrdom from the MAU-MAU 
several times, brought a whole car- 
load. All were invited to a mid- 
day meal and the Sisters spent 
several hours serving them. Four 
rooms had been prepared for the 
repast and as one group finished, 
the table was cleared and a second 
brought in. His Excellency very 
kindly honored the occasion by 
taking dinner at the convent. A 
few of the priests accompanied 
him, but many of those who at- 
tended the ceremony had to rush 
off to other duties. 

As Mother Majella went around 
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Young girls desirous of de- 
voting their lives to the sal- 
vation of African souls as 
White Sisters, should apply 
for information to: 
MOTHER SUPERIOR 
WHITE SISTERS’ CONVENT 
Mary GLENN R-D-2 
FRANKLIN, PA. 


to see the guests and to congratu- 
late the happy parents, she was 
thrilled to see the woman who had 
cursed her daughter sitting talking 
to her with an expression of great 
joy on her face. On being asked 
what she thought of her daughter, 
the woman flung her arms around 
the novice and said: “O Mother, 
I am so happy and so proud of 
her.” The young man, who had 
been instrumental in bringing the 
girl to us, was al- 
so present and as 
much overjoyed 
at the change in 
the mother as we 
were. 

At present 
three White Sis- 
ters are in charge 
of this new Con- 
gregation. As the 
number of voca- 
tions increases, 
more will be 
needed, for these girls need to 
learn everything useful: needle- 
work, domestic science, music, 
academic subjects, nursing, gar- 
dening and what not. Will none 
of our readers follow the call to 
share in this great work? At the 
end there is no fear of having to 
say, “Love’s labor lost”. Instead 
they are sure of finding Love’s 
labor rewarded, for what they do 
for God in Africa will receive 
a hundred-fold recompense. This 
great task of training local re- 
ligious is going on in every part 
of our African missions. Except 
the training of priests, there is no 
greater work on earth and na 
greater honor for a woman than 
to be called to share it. 
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A STEP FORWARD 
IN THE MISSIONS 


Due to the meetings of the MISSION 
SECRETARIAT, “Where missioners 
swap ideas.” 


Less than fifty years ago the 
United States itself was a mission 
territory under Propaganda Fide. 
However, since then, America’s 
mission effort has grown so much 
that our foreign missioners are on 
every continent. The MISSION 
SECRETARIAT, founded in 1950, 
gives them a common meeting 
ground. The Secretariat itself is a 
sure proof of the American Cath- 
olic Church’s coming of age. 

The MISSION SECRETA- 
RIAT is a clearing house for infor- 
mation and services to aid Ameri- 
can Catholic foreign mission work. 
With a membership of 200 Provin- 
ces of Congregations which main- 
tain personnel on overseas mis- 
sions, the Secretariat provides for 
an exchange of ideas and practical 
help. Before its foundation, few 
mission societies knew what the 
other ones were doing. Now, the 
Secretariat gathers hundreds of 
missioners together to solve their 
common problems in the light of 
common experience. 

Each year approximately 500 
priests, Brothers, Sisters and lay 
apostles meet to discuss problems 
they encounter in the course of 
spreading the Faith to the entire 
world. Matters are discussed from 
the points of view of Superiors, 
missioners on the field, and those 
who provide supplies and funds 
for missions. 

The national headquarters of 
the MISSION SECRETARIAT 


is in the N.C.W.C. Building in 
Washington. The Executive Sec- 
retary is Father Frederick A. Mc- 
Guire, C.M. whose long experience 
with coordinating organizations in 
China brought him into contact 
with hundreds of missioners and 
missionary orders. His work now 
is to be contact man for mission- 
ary Bishops, lay apostles, govern- 
ment and United Nations’ agen- 
cies, T.V. and radio men, and 
others who seek information and 
help on problems related to Amer- 
ican Catholic foreign missions. 

Beginning in 1957, each year an 
award will be given to a layman 
or laywomen whose interest in 
America’s mission work has been 
outstanding. Known as_ the 
“Worldmission Award” it will ex- 
press appreciation from missioners 
themselves to those whose zeal for 
the Faith has led to distinguished 
service. 

Mr. Oliver L. Parks of St. Louis, 
Missouri has been chosen to re- 
ceive the first “Worldmission 
Award”, Mr. Parks was the Gen- 
eral Chairman of the St. Louis Mis- 
sion Exhibit and is the man largely 
responsible for the organization of 
the Worldmissionaries, a group of 
lay people pledged to daily sacri- 
fice for the benefit of the missions. 
The “Worldmission Award” will 
be presented to Mr. Parks on 
Monday evening September 9, at 
the Annual Meeting presided over 
by His Excellency, Bishop Sheen. 


23 


7, WY. : 
{t UW Zk LY, Z 
/, Y, ; 
/ TA 
7 Za, 
4 ZB 
Af, "i if SF, 
OU by BA. L 2 ZZ 


Sie -Wel cus Sp 2 or Cena ieee cee PG Amp i. as a A leas 2 og tire + i 4 
ee ce ae Re ss ie ie Pee ee ion vag ee Sees i i 
bch aime ics ee = 4 : a0 eae orc), Geme =.  e ee eS 4 Tae: aie ee 
ca Bie. RS inca ey RE ne |. el a oe eee : 
a * F Me oe. ee pee ee 1 ee 
ee ae ‘. stplicy: Ses gp es ‘. ual 
re P ici ere acu : ey ‘ 
ae + _— ii 
Axl: a 4 “i 
oes 1 
cm 4 XL 
oR = : 
Thy \eail 
ies s\ \Patl 
i ne i} 
a we. ‘aan 
To ¥ : 
3 wn a 
Ge: . J iy 
ag + 
BG: a 
cea s] 
a } 
i | 
sf | : 
ti 
(ose 
=) 
Ws 
ty 
ware 
e 
he 
os i 
ea) 
aan 
2 : 
Se : ; 
eat 
ie ESDAE 
Bars 
us i 
Sn? : 
ae 
Be 
ie: 
4 ag 
ae 
ee 
pe 
Sal Ree 
saad 
E Ld ' : e 
a : 
a 
: ‘5 5 
eet. = 
jo aha ‘Ae om se Es "1 Eee Eas 
Bote te nee 7. a Uceiat ee rsh a ee ee ee itil Sah ee i Rs eee Or ra i f i 
aes oan nee Me ae ie ‘ “ae ios gyno ph Oe a g ue i 
s ai age emer ess ee ee RARE eet Mee ete . 
a ghee , >. Lae a ¢ rae oe aOR co Lae > Sai, a ei ae. 
eee. Sameer ee aS MALS. Spatlasaiie, FS oo Sass a EN BURN. Takai an seh petra na re 


reat Kjoicing Y, Vdale 


For the Installation of a Catholic Chief or King as he is more commonly called. 


By Sr. Francis or Paura, W.S. 


The INTEMI (king or chief) of 
Ndala died. He was a Moslem and 
the Christians hoped that his suc- 
cessor would be a Catholic. There 
were two candidates: his son, a 
Moslem, and his nephew, Constan- 
tino. A great deal of propaganda 
was made by the Moslems for the 
son of Lusigo, the deceased king; 
but the Catholics were just as zea- 
lous in their efforts for Constan- 
tino. On the morning of the elec- 
tions, the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass was offered for this inten- 
tion. It was a real triumph in the 
afternoon, when Constantino was 
elected by a large majority of 
votes. 

From that day on, the prepara- 
tions for the Installation began. 
Many cows were killed; for with- 
out meat, there is no feast for the 
people. The new king was not too 
eager to go through the rites of the 
African ceremony, but the Arch- 
bishop and Father Superior of 
Ndala told him it were better that 
he submit to them to insure the 
respect of all his people. 

A huge crowd was gathered at 
the IKURI (the palace) for the 
ceremony. The Archbishop and 
many White Fathers had come 
from the surrounding missions. 
Several chiefs were also present. 
Some were dressed in European 
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clothes, especially the younger 
ones, and the others in their big 
wide pieces of colored cloth. 

The drums began to beat and 
the procession started out. The 
royal couple were hardly recog- 
nizable. They were dressed as they 
did in years gone by., The king 
carried a bow and arrow. Behind 
him, surrounded by women, was 
Sophia, his wife. Her sign of power 
was a wooden spoon. The royal 
couple had to sit down on low 
stools to be anointed by the Elder, 
who then gave his instructions to 
the new king and queen. After 
each new recommendation, the 
people showed their approval by 
making soft noises. This lasted for 
about a half hour. 

The District Commissioner then 
gave a talk to the people during 
which he praised the new king for 
the work he had accomplished 
during the past years as assistant 
to the former chief. Father Su- 
perior of Ndala and a few of the 
chiefs also spoke in high favor of 
the king. When the official cere- 
mony was over, everyone went to 
congratulate the newly crowned 
king and queen and offer them 
presents. That went on for more 
than an hour and in the meantime 
the dances had started. Different 
groups of professional dancers had 
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come, and young and old rejoiced. 
Native beer and meat were given 
to everybody. 

At noon we went home to pre- 
pare the church and everything for 
the religious ceremony that was to 
take place the next day. In the 
evening we returned to the palace 
to make other arrangements and 
we were very much surprised and 
pleased to find that nearly every- 
one had gone home and that no 
drums were beating. It must surely 
have been due to an order from 
the king that all should return 
home. He is a good Catholic and 
he knows that there are many 
abuses if the dancing goes on 
during the night. 

The next morning, the royal 
couple arrived in the Archbishop’s 
car for Mass. What a difference 


with the day before. The king was 
dressed in a European suit with a 
dark red mantle over it. The queen 
also looked beautiful in a long 
white dress and veil which one of 
our Sisters had made for her. They 
made a very nice impression as 


The royal couple leave the church very happy after the religious services. 


they both walked slowly down the 
aisle to the sanctuary where chairs 
had been prepared for them. The 
church was overcrowded. Even the 
pagans and Moslems had come for 
the ceremony. 

Before Mass, the Archbishop 
blessed the royal insignia. The king 
recited the Creed at the foot of the 
altar and received several blessings. 
At the offertory the king and 
queen presented a lighted candle 
to the Archbishop as their offering. 
When the time came for the “kiss 
of peace”, the king went to the 
altar and received it from the 
Archbishop. Then he went back to 
his place and embraced his wife. 
They both received Holy Com- 
munion on the steps of the altar. 
Mostly all of the congregation also 
went to Holy Communion. 

It was quite evident that the 
people were very much pleased to 
have a Catholic king or chief. Im- 
mediately after Mass there was 
Benediction during which the king, 
kneeling on the steps of the altar 
before the Blessed Sacrament ex- 
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posed, consecrated his kingdom to 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus. With a 
clear voice he read the consecra- 
tion of which every word could be 
understood by the congregation. 
After the ceremony, the whole 
crowd went in front of the White 
Fathers’ house where the royal 
couple were congratulated by the 
Christians. After several talks that 
were given by the Catechists, an 
elderly White Father spoke. Know- 
ing the whole story of the kingdom 
of Ndala, he told the people that 
Constantino was not only the elec- 
ted chief, but king by right. When 
long ago, an old chief died, it was 
in reality the father of Constantino 
who was supposed to become 
chief; but Lusigo, the late king, 
Seated side by side, Sophia and Con- 


stantino listen with appreciation as the 
speeches are given in their honor. 


quickly went to the District Com- 
missioner and received from him 
the book of the kingdom. Constan- 
tino’s father arrived shortly after- 
wards, but it was too late. The 
story of Esau and Jocob had been 
repeated in Ndala! 

Last of all the chief himself 
spoke. He told the people that he 
loved them all, that the pagans 
and moslems need have no fear of 
being ill-treated. He loved them 
all alike, Christians and _ non- 
christians, and everybody would 
be listened to and would receive 
justice. 

Four of the White Fathers had 
been hunting for two days and 
their collection of wild game pro- 
vided the meat which custom re- 
quires on like occasions. The king 
and other chiefs were invited to 
dinner at the White Fathers. One 
of them was an old Moslem, but a 
very sympathetic person. As the 
Moslems do not partake of certain 
kinds of meat, consideration was 
shown by serving him fish. 

Sophia with her four children 
and the chiefs’ wives were the 
hosts of the White Sisters. The 
staff room of the Middle School 
was prepared and decorated. The 
African Sisters had cooked a fine 
African meal for them, which they 
all enjoyed. 

In the afternoon, the Arch- 
bishop’s car stood in front of the 
door to take the royal family home. 
Very, very much satisfied, they 
went home. But the next day they 
came back in a gesture of gratitude 
to express their appreciation for 
all that the Fathers and Sisters had 
done to make that day such a 
memorable one for them. 
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The Chief assures his people that they will be well treated. 


Autention Artists 


Preparation is being made to publish a book of renowned 
Sacred Heart paintings. This book will include paintings done in 
all media. To date, information on over 400 Sacred Heart paintings 
and the artists has been compiled. This book will help to increase 
devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, as well as make possible a 
reference work presently not available to all interested in Sacred 
Art. 

In order to make this book as inclusive as possible, it is neces- 
sary that all Catholic artists, who have or will have executed paint- 
ings of the Sacred Heart, send notice of their work to the address 
below. A questionnaire will be mailed to them requesting the in- 
formation needed. 


eae 


igi 


ReEverEND Tuomas H. Raywoop 
St. Cecelia’s Library 

40 Sutton Street 

Iselin, New Jersey 
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Story 


that was 


not sad 


By Rev. J. Herinc, W.F. 


I had been looking into the 
grave as 1 talked. Now I looked 
up... eyes and heads turned 
away ...I1 said a prayer that 
. . . they would be led back to 
Lidwina’s kind of happiness. 


Whenever I thought of Lid- 
wina’s story, and whenever I plan- 
ned how I’d go about writing it 
some day, I found myself feeling 
that it was a sad story. I said to 
myself: Here is something to make 
young readers cry, for what was 
Lidwina’s life but a life of hard- 
ship and suffering? 

But, of course, that’s all wrong, 
because the whole point about 
Lidwina, the one thing that makes 
her story worth telling, is that, 
though it should be a sad story, it 
isn’t. 
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Her winning smile. 


She was a little African girl, thin 
and lively, about ten years old 
when I got to know her. She had 
lived all her little handful of years 
with her grandparents in a poor 
hut that, inside and out, was hard- 
ly the kind of place we like to call 
home. She lived with them because 
her mother had gone — no one 
knew where — and her father had 
left the village years before to 
work in the far-off copper mines 
sO many years ago that Lidwina 
couldn’t even remember him. And 
though her grandfather and 
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grandmother loved her, it was not 
at all the same as having a mother 
and father to go home to each day. 
And there were no brothers and 
sisters to play with. 


Because Lidwina’s people were 
poor and old, she had to help with 
the household work much more 
than the other children of the vil- 
lage did. Every day she had to 
gather firewood from the nearby 
forest; she worked hours pounding 
cassava meal in a wooden mortar; 
every night she carried buckets of 
fresh water from the Lukupa 
River. And, of course, she had to 
go to school too. 


Now the wonderful part of Lid- 
wina’s story is that she was always 
a bundle of joy. She was happy in 
a lively way, the way that made 
those who saw her feel happy, too. 
In the afternoons, when the classes 
in the White Sisters’ school were 
over and the time for play had 
come, Lidwina was always right in 
the middle of any game that was 
going. Usually she would get there 
a little later than the others, be- 
cause she had more work to do, 
but she didn’t let the work keep 
her from play, because she didn’t 
begin soak by taking time out to 
think about it, or complain or wor- 
ry or fuss. She simply did it — 
and then went out with her play- 
mates. 


In the summertime, when the 
sun was hot, she often combined 
work with play. When she and the 
other children were frolicking in 
the cool river, she would keep her 
eyes open for fish and she usually 
succeeded in catching the evening 
meal while playing! 


Maybe she was at her happiest 
at Sunday Mass. Naturally, it was 
a quieter happiness — on the out- 
side, anyway—than when she was 
playing games. When she received 
her Saviour in Holy Communion 
her face was so filled with joy that 
it seemed that she was about to 
break into a smile at the wonderful 
thing that had just happened. On 
weekdays I would often see her 
making short visits to the mission 
church. 


The best thing about her joy 
was that it was infectious. It 
touched all those who saw her and 
gave them joy, too. But, at the 
same time, things that others did, 
reflected on her; and when the 
things they did were dark, they 
threw a momentary shadow over 
her happiness. The only thing that 
could slow down her running legs 
or erase the smile from her bright 
face was to see an unchristian act 
of any kind. When one of the vil- 
lagers who, like her, had been 
given the great gift of Baptism, 
acted as if Christ and His graces 
and His loving law didn’t even 
exist, then the fun was gone. When 
she knew that one of her fellow- 
converts was doing the wrong 
thing or was failing to do the right 
thing, then Lidwina was not Lid- 
wina. She did not gossip about 
them, she had no hate, but there 
was no getting away from the fact 
that the one thing in the world that 
could make her unhappy was to 
see a lax Catholic. 


She talked to me about it once. 
“Father”, she said, “what can you 
do when people won’t be happy? 
How can people enjoy not being 
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close to Jesus when once they’ve 
known what it’s like? Father, is 
there any special way I can help 
them:” 

In a way it was good that Lid- 
wina had had more than a hint of 
the sad things in life, because, 
shortly after her eleventh birth- 
day, her happiness was given its 
biggest test; a strange and terrible 
illness came upon her. Nothing 
that was done for her helped. Soon 
both her legs were completely pa- 
ralyzed, and terrible sores ap- 
peared on her swollen feet and on 
her back. Despite all the efforts 
of the White Sisters, despite all the 
drugs that were used, the only 
change was that from day to day 
she became weaker and thinner. 

I saw her often during this time 
and took Holy Communion to her 
every week. One day when the 
slim little figure lying on the reed 
mat and wrapped in a torn blanket 
seemed especially heartbreaking, I 
stopped to talk longer than usual. 
I told her to try to be patient even 
though her sufferings were cruel. 
It was not that she complained. 
She hadn’t said or done a thing to 
call for special sympathy. I was 
the one who was thinking of the 
cruelty of her sufferings. But 
though the dying girl before me 
was hardly more than a skeleton 
of the Lidwina I had known all 
along, it was the old Lidwina who 
answered me. 

“Oh, but I am happy, Father. 
Long ago I offered my sufferings 
to Jesus. I told Him I was happy 
that at last 1 had something special 
to give Him because | want Him 
to give me something. I want Him 
to bring back the bad Catholics in 
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our mission. And to help them I'll 
be happy to be like this as long as 
I’m alive.” 

A few days later, Lidwina died. 
The whole village came to her 
funeral and when we were stand- 
ing by her open grave, I felt that 
I had to tell them what she had 
told me. In the saddened group 
near me were several of the lost 
sheep for whom Lidwina had done 
so much. 

I told them her story. “She was 
happy to suffer,” I said. “She was 
happy to die if Jesus would help 
those who have forgotten how to 
find happiness with Him.” 

I had been looking into the 
grave as I talked. Now I looked 
up at those around me. Some eyes 
met mine. Some eyes closed and 
heads bowed. Here and there, eyes 
and heads turned away. They were 
the ones Lidwina had loved most. 
I said a prayer that through her 
love and suffering they would be 
led back to Lidwina’s kind of hap- 
piness ... some day. 

But I don’t have to wait for that 
‘some day” in the future to find 
out if Lidwina’s suffering can 
bring happiness to others. Right 
now I am able to say, “Yes it can.” 
It has already brought me a hap- 
piness that I place very high 
among all the wonderful things I 
can remember. 

I ama missionary. People think 
that the life of a missionary is all 
hardship. They are certainly right 
in that it isn’t any easy life. But 
itis a life that 1 wouldn’t exchange 
for any other when the reward is 
to see the beautiful flowering of 
holy happiness in African souls 
like that of Lidwina. 
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STEPPING STONES TO AFRICA 


TRIP TO AFRICA e 
7 
x) W% Please help our young 


Sisters take these steps 


4» n ., Christ has called them 


fe to work in AFRICA... .° 


They need your help 
to get there. 

SPECIALIZED 
TRAINING 


NOVITIATE 


POSTULATE 


Wuirte Sisters, 319 Middlesex Ave., Metuchen, N. J. 
Dear Sisters, 


Here is my offering to help pay for the training of your Sisters and 
for their trip to Africa. 
Name 
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